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diplomatic circles were extremely anxious not to strengthen
the bond between Germany and Russia. In France the
anti-Communist campaign, which had just come to a head
with the downfall of the Communist deputies, inspired
the external policy of part of both Houses and of sections
of the bourgeoisie, and was using Finland as a means of
breaking completely with Moscow. M. Daladier had had
finally to overcome the opposition of his own military
advisers, who had devoted all their wits to discouraging
the expedition.
When news of the armistice negotiations between Russia
and Finland filtered through, the shock was the more
severe because French opinion had been wildly excited by
the unequal contest, in which it had liked to hope that,
after an interval of some thousands of years, the miracle
of David and Goliath would be renewed.
The mass of opinion was lured into this illusion by
the kind of revenge that emotionally it was thereby able
to take against the German-Soviet pact and the treason of
the French Communist Party. The anti-Soviet leaders fed
it by going to the length of insisting, with a total lack
of common sense, that war should be declared on Russia.
Lastly, French opinion took very seriously the over-tardy
decision of the inter-allied Higher Council to send men
and material. It was known that at the secret session
of February loth M. Daladier had been loudly applauded
by the Chamber when he had announced the imminent
departure of French and Canadian troops and the dispatch
of arms of all sorts, notably of one hundred and sixty
pursuit planes (this figure should be remembered). A
secret session is never quite secret. It was said more
than once that M. Daladier, as if he wished to
excuse himself for having diverted and continued to
divert this material at the expense of the French Army,
had exclaimed: " Come what may, and may God be my
judge! "
And M. Leon Blum had interrupted: